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signification /sionifr'keifn/ n (fm! or linguistics) 1
[C] the meaning of a word, etc. 2 {U] the action of
signifying (siGNIFY 2) sth.

signify 'signifai/ v (ot, pp -fied) (fmD 1 to be a sign
of sth; to mean sth: [Vn] Do the dark clouds signify
rain? » This signifies a change of artitude. 2 to make
sth known: to indicate sth: [Vn, V.that) signify one’s
agreement/that one agrees [Vnpr] She signified her
approval with a smile. 3 (used esp in questions and
negative sentences) to be of importance; to matter:
[V] 1t doesn't signify, so you needn't worry about it.

signpost /'sampaust/ n a sign attached to a post,
esp where roads meet, with arms pointing to places
along the roads and often showing the distances to
them: The signpost said ‘Bristol 15 miles’. %
» signpost v 1 (esp passive) 1o provide a road.
place, etc with signposts: [Vn] The route is well
signposted the whole way. [Vnpr] a big roundabout
signposted to Newport and Abergavenny. 2 to indic-
ate a course, direction, etc: [Vn)l.The language
learning points are clearly signposted in terms that
students can understand. signposting n [U].

Sikh /si:k/ n a member of a religion (Sikhism) that
developed from Hinduism in the 16th century and is
based on a belief in only one God.

silage  'sailid3/ n {U] grass or other green crops that
are stored without first being dried and used to feed
animals in winter.

silence /'sailans/ n 1 (U] the condition of being

"quiet or silent; the absence of sound: the silence of
the night o A scream broke/shattered the silence. o In
the library silence reigned (ie it was totally silent).
2(a) [U] the state of not speaking, answering sth
spoken or written, making comments, etc; the fact of
not mentioning sth or revealing a secret: All my
questions (werg) met with silence from him. o They
listened to him in silence. o The teacher’s stern look
reduced him to silence. o I can’t understand her
silence on this matter. o I assume that your silence
implies consent (ie that by saying nothing you are

showing that wou do not disagree). o After ¢ year's
silence (ie a year during which she did not write), I
got a letter from her. o They tried to buy his silence
(ie to pay him not to reveal a secret). (b) {C] a period
during which sb is silent: She became used to his
long silences. s @ one-minute silence in honour of the
dead > There was a brief silence, followed by uproar. =
(Joc) a deafening (ie very noticeable) silence. [EII] a
pregnant pause/silence —> PREGNANT. silence is
'goiden (saying) it is often best not to say anything.
» silence v to make sb/sth become silent: to make
sb/sth quiet(er): {Vn] Her critics refused to be si-
lenced. > His look of disapproval silenced her. s silence
the enemy’s guns (eg by destroving them) o Their
doubts were not easily silenced. gilencer n (a) (Bri
(US muffler) a device that reduces the noise made
by a vehicle's EXHAUST!(2). > picture at Car. (b) a
device that reduces the noise made by a gun being
fired.
silence interj be quiet: ‘Silence!’ he roared.

silent /'sallont/ adj 1(a) making little or no sound:
not accompanied by any sound: with silent footsteps
o the smooth, silent running of the engine o The music
stopped, and the room fell silent. (b) not expressed
aloud: a silent prayer/protest o I watched her in silent
admiration. 2(a) not speaking; making no spoken
or written comments: The vast crowd fell silent. -
There were several questions I wanted to ask but [
kept/remained silent. o Everyone stood in shocked.
silent groups. o On certain important details the re-
port is strangely silent. (b) saying little: He is rhe
strong, silent type. 3 (of films, esp before the 1930s)
without a SOUNDTRACK(1): a silent film/movie - the
silent screen. 4 (of a letter) written but not pro-
nounced: The ‘b’ in ‘doubt’ and the ‘w’ in ‘wrong’ are
silent. > note at QUIET. ] the silent ma'jority
the people with moderate views who are unable or
unwilling to express them publicly. » silently adv:
standing silently beside him o They drove on siiently.
m silent 'partner n (U'S) = SLEEPING PARTNER.
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