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arc werell W@ speak
of democracy, & democratic form of povernment ?
How might we expldin the relaticuship boweon
povernment and ourselves, the governed ¥ Would
we equate licence, the right 1o do us we plase wish
freedom? What is our understanding of the ol
of ‘citizen’ under such a system ledertion?

The paragraph above poses four vitally impor-
tant and interrelated questions which afl of us, &
this or any nation nspiring 1o democriey, s
answer, Let us begin by thinking about cach
these questions.

1) When we speak of democracy we are
talking abour government a5 it is sef up by comman
agreement among people.  We are saying 1hat we
shall work together toward a common purposs, a
like end: And having decided on such 2 course of
action, we agree to be governed by reasom, by laws
we've helped to create, Now!! We must be doubly
eertain that the men we elect to represent us in our
nation lepislative body are compeient o do so—»io
recognize our collective needs and act wpon them.

9) The identity of "government’ and owrselves
within & democratic framework of government ore
identical. We have accepted the responsibility for
control over one another’s lives for good or less,
according to our understanding of the term Common
Good,

3) Freedom and licence ore diametrically
opposite to one another when we are discussing
democracy, We must recognize that we are to be
expected to accept the ‘will of the majority on local
and national issues. This does not mean that we
ignore reasoned minority opinions. It is o be
expected that within any one democratically struc.
tured  government, that there will be diffeving
political thought. Rural and urban needs differ in
some respects; we entertain differing idess about
tocal, national, and world relationships. GOOD!!
We'll talk about them and come to some degree of
ggrecment. Many of our legislators will be elected.

Many of our legislators will be elected from
agricultural districts; there will be a large block of
urban representatives. These men can be expected to
look at the larger picture of national life. Idealistic!
Indeed! It is! And it is at this critical point that
democracy beocmes less cffective, or simply breaks
down, falls apart.

4) What is our tole as ‘citizen' under a
democracy ¥ This too s a big question, Simple to
define bul monstrous in its application; It suggests
‘sharing' —a profound, a deep respect for every
man's sense of dignity. The implications for ‘clear
thinking here arc infinite, without end.

To be competent members of a democratic
society, an effective electorate must be informed,
Literacy is @ must, The communication media—
press, radio, and television commentators must
maintain & high standard of professional ethies,
must adhere to principles of honest and unhbiased
reporting.

Altruistie? Of course! And it is dangerous
because o much depends on a high sense of purpose
und integrity on the part of each of us, There i
no place for indifference by and clectorale, indif-
ference to the duty of expressing its careful
judgment at the voting booth. It would appear
that men must reach for god-like qualities in order
to enjoy these freedoms. But despite the stupendous
obstacles within our innate self — centeredness,
democracy is our last hope for well being and
digaity, whether it be realized within the structure
of a Constitutional Monarch or an elected Chiel
of Smte.

Stephen M. Bailey
Fac. of Busincss Admia.
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